We all want an album of
treasured photographs,
but most of us never get
around to organising all
those piles of pictures.
Now help is at hand,
says Karen Robinson

o will probably take some
phtitos of vour nearest ahd
dearest over the coming days:
adorable moppets in 4 sea of
wrapping paper, gazing in innocent wonder
a1 their new Barbie Gymnastic Diva or the
Power Ranger Mystic Force Dx Megazord
Centaurous; the family around the festive
board, paper crowns atop shifyy faces,
smiling that special red-eved photo smille. ..

But what will happen 1o those capiired
memarfes? Will they languish in a cupboard
ar on vour hard drive, along with the
holiday snaps, the pictures of you all in
vour best clothes, but delightfully *relaxed”
it & cousin's wedding, and the moppets”
birtheiny parties? Odds-are that somewhere
on the second page of your life’s to-do list
is “the family photo album”, The years roll
on and it’s still on the lisy, an inereasingly
daunting prospect.

Trista Conmor, 34, a personal conclerge
for Buy:time, 5 London-hased lifestyle
management company, knows the
problem. She has just finished working
with one of the cash-rich, ime-poor types
who make op her client base — the womin
hadn't even done her wedding album,
and her children are now five and three.
So, Connor breaks ofl from a solid
schedule of Christmas giltwrapping for
her clients to help me oot

“Gather all your photos 1ogether and
find a large, Dal surface,” she says, “It's a
hig project — not something you can tackle
in a day. You need a few sessions over
several weeks.” Best not (o enthusiastically
commandeer the dining table on Christmas
Eve, then.

What if vou've gone digital, and your
photos only exist as pixels? You will have
1o gel them printed out: you are making
an allwim for the family 10 enjoy for years
to come, not complling a database. That
said, Connor advises getting “real” prints
scanned and put on 8 CD, =0 you have a
digital backup and can play around with
them — take out the dreaded red eve, see
how they'd look in sepla tones — then
make as many prints as you need. You
might wam multiple copies il you decide
to do an-album for each of your children.

You might also like 1o think aboul
whether you want special themed books
for, say, holidays, Christmases, sports
activities and achievements; old Family
photos (inherited from forebears who
never got tound to doing their albums,
either). This doesn't have 1o be decded
at the omset: indeed, the process of
selecting from what tips out onto your
Large, Mot surface should help youto
make up your mind. Sart them into “love”,
“like” and “hate”, then son the “loves”
into categories.

At this stage, you might start 1o have
a ‘minor nervous breakdown aboul the
vasi swathes of undated snaps you have
unearhed, Relax, Connor advises — unless
you know you' ¢an date every photo and
achleve a strict chronological order, just
forget it “It's nice 10 have photos with
some feeling.” she says, “rather than just
b able to say, “Thist was 1991, thal was
1992”7 And you don't have to put every
single photo into date order, Make your
plok first, then have a go with those,

[ had thought digital photography was
to blame for the prolifération of ploiures

you take on any given oceasion (and
non-pecasion). Yet, as Connor and |
excavated the contents of my photo
cuphaoard (Fmnor saying i's sizable,
bt I eould probably rent the space out
in an overseas language student once the
photographs are nally cleared), | realised
that 1 had been oversnapping onto film for
mast of the 1990s — fust so | could chuck
jt all our a decade later, It seems

Take, for example, the pile of snaps
from the National Childbinh Trust class
| get-together of a dozen new mums and
babies. | had difficulty recognising myself
and my own child, never mind anyone else

o remind vou,” Connor counsels, “hu

| don't put anything in the album onless it
has a special place in your heart. The polot
of the album Is 10 make you think of good
tiimes — but you should also think of the
peaple who will be fooking ar i, o it's not
jast about how it makes vou feel”

[itch the landscapes and “the view
from our liotel™ — people are much more
interesting than scenery, And, much
mare problemitic, what-about old lovers,
ex-spouses and former fmends? I you're
compiling the album for your children,
you should include pletures of thelr father,

— | never saw them again. “Hold on to one,

even if you are no longer together, ancd
regardiess of how you feel about him.
As for the other people in the frame, are
they stlll frlends? Are they relevani? Do
youl want o remember them? There is a
place for photographs of previots
boyiriends or girlfriends, but thit place i3
definitely not in the family album, [ it was
an important relationship, keep some
pictures, but in another, smaller book.
Connor says the higgest issue with her
clients is “looking fa™. She says she
persuaded ong woman o include a piciure
she disliked, as the rest of the family
looked lovely, but admits that “she
probably wok it out after Flef”, | used w
systematically destroy all unflattering
pictures practically before | was oul of
the door of Snappy Snaps, leading o the

There is a place for
pictures of previous
boyfriends or
girlfriends, but that is
not in the family album

wrroneous but pledsing Impression,
given by tho handfial of photws that
remain, that | was amazingly glamorous
and gomd-leoking. This ot less easy
when [ was sharing the frame with an
tmpossthly gorgeous lile boy

Connor plcks up a spap of me and my
sam, Cal, then about seven, [ooking
winsome ina bluebell wiod

"That's a nice picture,” she says.

*Oh, he had chickenpox.™ | reply;
remmentbering it all wo well.

“That's'a greal peture 1o use, then,”

Connor pronounces. “11's gof & story 000"

Whien you've finally made your
selection, how do you compile the albums
themselves? An enormogls selection {s
available: classic rather than trendy will
standl the test of tme. Connot advises
uging anly the tight-hand pages, and
choosing albums with a delicate
interieaving of sugar paper to protect the
prints (Interestingly, the humungoushy
expensive tome from thé posh-people’s
stationer Smythson doesny have this),
She récommends corner Mounts, o you
can write information on the back of
photographs and 1 themout o read 1L

Odd nimmbers of snaps ona page look
betier than even, and mounting pletires

Putet Tarry

Snap happy: Karen
Robinson tries Lo turn a
mass of memories into a
cherished lamily album

The album chart

A run of identical atbums will
lonk better on your shelves than
odd sizes and colours

Pick album cofours that
complement your Interior decor

Avold those with seethrough
"sleeves” — thiey hold only
siandard-size pholtos and layouts
B Use a different layoul for each
page, with an odd number of
pictures, and mix up formal portralts
with mare candid shots

Albums: top dollar, red leather
with gold tooling {in plctire), £185,
by Smythsan (www.smythsan,com);
mickrange, sofl pigskin suede in
various pastel colours, £95, by
Pickett (www plchkett.co.uk); budget,
velvet maroan album with beaded
pattern {in picture, on sofa), £14.99,
from Wyevale (www wyevale.couk)

Keep the family in it

your particulardy love on g conirasting
eoloured card s effective. If you have had
professional portmais wwken, mix them
with Informal spaps. As for those school
phiotos with the eene pastel backgrounds,
Connor thinks that 3 series of the
passport-sive varsions would make s
great border or page. it depend’s Bow
creative you want 1o be,” she says At the
same lime, she counséls against “racky™
extraneous page decoration, such as
phittery snowilabes with Christmas scengs:
O finad waming: don't put your fmily
albizm on the imemet, Even 1 you take
the right precauions with your privacy
sertings, yvour sl can’ be sure how secure
those precious childhood Images really are
Sa, ger out the gummed comer mounts
and a wastepaper bin for the rejeas. Above
all, dion’t turm it into;a chore, “Enjoy it,”
Connor says, “and enfoy (e memmries”
W Buytime, (R70 486 2624, wirw
Buey-timte.conik; from E29 per howr

r;-;h.are ilps an soring out
your space
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